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IT is almoft univcrfally believed, that 7^/i> 
Firft Epiftle of Clemens Romanus to the 
s:3Church at Corinth is of very high antiquity, 
sod bears the chara^ers of primitive ^mpU- 
city. 

Some learned men fay that it was written 
in thefixty-fif'cbyearafterchebiithof Chrift. 
From fome hints in the epiftlc, there is rca- 
Ton to believe, that i[ was fent to the L'orui' 
thlan church before Jernfalem was deftroycd 
by Titus, A. D. 70. as ClenUnt fpeaks of the 
worfliip of God in the temple, refers to the 
offerings of the prtefls at the altar, and men- 
tions Peter and Paulas lately dead. 

Keterences 10, and quotations from, 
this cpiftle, are often 10 be found among the 
early writers for Chriftiaoity, 
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As the following tranflation is not defignec 
for the critical infpeflion of the learned, bu 
for the unlearned, among whom the greatefi 
number of chrlftians were, and ftill are found, 
it is therefore unneccfl'ary to croud the mar- 
gio with authorities from the writers ot thi 
fecond, third, and fourth centuries, to Ihon 
the high efteem the firft chriftian churchci 
had for this epiltle; yea, lb great was it, as 
to be publickly read in many of the churches 
of^a. 

The only manufcript copy of this epiftle, 
which cxifts in the world, as far as we know, 
u deported in the Britijb Mufevm, It is writ- 
ten on vellum, and bound up with the copy 
of the old and new teftamenis, commonly 
called The AUxandrian Bible. It is faid to be 
written by 7htda, a noble woman, in the 4th 
century. This flicws how highly it was 
efteemcd as far down as the council of Nice, 

When Cyril Patriarch of Alexandria was 
tranflated to the patriarchate of Confianti- 
nople, he brought with him out of Egypt a 
valuable collcAion of manufcript s, and among; 
them this copy of the Bible and Clement'i 
epiftlc, I 
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cpiftle, which he geaeroufly Tent, as a moft 
valuable prcfent, lo King Charles I. by Sir 
Thmtas Rae, at thac time his Majefty's ambaf- 
fndor at the Porte. From this manufcript 
all the editions of this epiftle that arc in the 
world have fprung. 

This valuable remain of antiquity, by be- 
ing buried in £^^^( above 1300 years, has 
happily efcaped the calamity which befcl the 
writings of the other primiiive fathers, which 
were mangled, intcrpoliied, and miferably. 
adulterated by the hands of the Romijb cler- 
gy, to ferve their purpofes. 

Ignathu was altnoH cotemporary with CU- 
ment. Yet how different is the ftile of his 
feven cpiftles, called genuine, from the llilc 
of Clement in the following epiftle ! 

Ignatius with a very high and domineer- 
ing tone, is made to fpeak the language of 
Diefrephes, who was fcvcrcly rebuked by the 

apoftle John. 

Clement, on the other hand, is modcfl and 
humble. 



it iMTRoDtfCTION. 

The Ignafian epiftles carry in them eyi- 
dent marks of interpolation and forgery, af- 
ter all the labour and pains _it has coft the 
learned and candid Dr H'ake to dcfeiid them. 

The learned archbifhop found in tliem an 
unanfwerable argument for prelacy, drawn 
from the Jeiuijb high-prieft, interior pricfls, 
- and Levites, which the corrupter of Ignatim 
applies to the biOiop, prelbyters, and deacons. 
But no fuch thing can be found in the New 
Tcftament, nor in the epiftle of Clement, nei- 
ther in Polycarp's epiftle ro the Phihppians, 
in which epiftle Polycarp places the Lord Je- 
fus in the room of the higb-prieCt of the 
Je-ws, as his antitype 

Photius, a learned critic, atid patrl.irch of 
Conjlantinople, about the middle of the p'.h 
century, in his examination of Clement's epif- 
tle, finds only this faylt with him, that he 
fpeaks not fo csprefly of the deity of the 
Son of God, as he ihould have done. But 
^e learned patriarch ftiould have confidercd, 
that there was no controverfy or deb^iie in 
the church at Corinth, nor in any of the 
churches in the age of Clement, on that fub- 

>A For- 



INTRODUCTION. 



^ 



For this reafon the apologjfts and wriiers 
for Chriftianity, in the two firft centuries, 
rpeak fparingly, and fometimes in an un- 
guarded manner, on that fubjeft. This gave 
a handle- to Arius and his followers, about 
the time of the council of Nice, to defend 
their i.npious doftrine by quutations from 
their writings, perhaps, vitiated ; and to draw 
from ihcnce concluGons which were never 
ihteqdeJ by the authors. It has always been 
judged unfair (O draw arguments from de- 
tached fentences, againft the main fcopc and 
obvious defign of an author. The Tefta- 
mcnts, both new and old, have not efcaped 
this ireaimcnt. 



Clemeni'i epiftle wa,-; written lo the Carln- 
tJiian church within twenty years after ihcy 
had received Paul's two epiftles. He was one 
of Pai;/'s fellow-labourers in the gofpd, and 
honourably mentioned by him as fuch in the 
fourth chapter of his epifile to the Pliilippi- 
ant, and was probably well acquainted with 
the payors and brethren of ih^ Csrinlhian 
chnrch. He fpeats with eftcem of their 
prelbyters whom they had dcpo'fed, through 
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ihc ioSuence of two or three envious aod 

turbulent leading men in the church. 

In the lail chapter of the firft epiftle to 
the Corinthians, Fortutiatus is one of the mef. 
fengers of that church who were fent to Paul, 
la the fame chaptci' Stephanas and his houfc 
are taken notice of as being the firft fruits of 

element informs us, that It was the apoftlcs 
practice, to ordain from among the iirft- 
fruiisof iheir miniftry, preftij-ters in the new- 
ly-gathered churches; and we learn from the 
ciofe oiCkmeiit's epiftle, that Fortunatus with 
other meflengers were fent from the Corinthi- 
an church to ihe church at Rome, for their 
advice, which Clement and the whole church 
fent them in the following epiftle. It is not 
improbable that Stephanas was one ofthcde- 
pofcd biHiops df the church at Corinth. 

As Clement was Paul's intimate friend, it 
was very natural for the church al Corinth to 
write to the church where he rcfided, for 
counlel and advice in their melancholy and 
divided condition. 

Thet 



They who were depofed were all prefby- 
lers, Clement knew no diftinftioQ betwixi bi- 
shop, prelbyter, or elder, as the apoftles 
knew none. Paul calls the preibyters at Ephe- 
/us, bilhops ; Jchn and Pet£r call thetnfelves 
prefbytcrs or elders. The cxaitation of a bi- 
£hop above preibyters was later than the days 
of Clement ; but the myfiery of iniquity, as 
Paid calls !f, was working fall towards this 
exahation. Jiibn faw and rebuked it in Diq- 
trephes : but it grew, as was foretold, till 
it came to its moonrous head in the church 
of Rome. 

Clement no-where lets fall the lead hint, 
chat the church ai Corinth had not power to ' 
depofe theu' preibyters, if they behaved not 
in charafter ; but he blames them for cafling 
out thofe preibyters who had exercifed the 
office of a bilhop well ; and therefore com- 
pares their fedition to that of Aaron and Mi' 
riam aMJnft Mofis, and to the fedition of the 
Ifraelit^ church againft Aaron concerning 
thcpriefthood. 

Faith in ihe Lord Jcfus Chrift, the Soil 
of God, who was raijcd from the dwO., li:.- 



TRODUCTI 

cording to the fcriptures, is the capital doc- 
trine taught by the apoftlcs, and by Cleriunt 
in this cpiftte. 

BsoTHERLT lovc, with its fruits, b rfarm- 
ly recotn me tided and exhorted to, as the true 
evidence of faith. 

Humility and lowUnefs of mind, as the 
way to glory and honour when the Lord re- 
turns, are recommcDded with many argu- 
ments and examples. 

After the example of the Lord and his 
apoflle^, he comforts the chriftian church 
under their afflictions for the lake of the go- 
fpel, and prepares them for more trials. Not 
one hint falls from him of better time], or 
that the world will ever be reconciled to the 
faith and conveifation of true chriftians. 

He affirms that the refurre^ion from the 
dead is the only enlivening hope of fuScring 
chrillians, and fpeaks of it in the flik of his 
beloved Paul. * 

Bt fomc hints he gives, Icwonld appear, 
that the difpute concerning the refurref^ion, 
of which Paul wrote to thcoi, was not yet 
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at an end in that church ; and it is evident, 
that their fchiTms and ta<fliom, occalioned bj 
their being puffed up for one againft aootbcr, 
^ere fo far from being quelled by Ptoil's 
cpiftlcs to tbcm, that tbcy grew to fuch mad- 
nefs, as he calls it, as (o depofe their prefby. 
ters whofe charafters were blamekls. 

Some learned men have railed an objcft. 
ion againft this epiftle, becaufe Clement draws 
an argument for the refurrcftioo of the bo- 
dy from the fabulous ftory of the ph<Enix : 
to thi^ U may be anfwercd, ijl, Th« Clement, 
though a venerable and apoftolical man, is 
not confidered by us as divinely infpircd iq 
writing this epiftle, as were the apofties in 
their writings : and, zdly. It is no great won- 
der that he gave credit to this fable, which 
at that time was univerfally believed hjjeius. 
Gentiles, and Chrifiians ; and why fiiould the 
refurreftion of ihe dead be incredible to thofe 
who in that age believed the ftory of the phx- 
nix ? which though now univerfally known 
to be a fable, yet as to them, was an argu- 
ment ad hominem. 
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The learned Dr IFaie above mentioned 
hm anlVercd this objeflion with great pcr- 
ipicuitV, in liis preliitiinary difcourfe on the 
epidles of the apoftolical ftithcrs, printed at 
Lmdan, 1737, 4th edit. 

It mull be acknowledged, that the learn- 
ed archbifliop's tranllation of ihis epiflle is 
excellent and elegant, though not fo literal 
as couid be wiflied. He had tile idea of the 
chorcbof Sftgland before him, and believed 
it to be lilce ihofc primitive churches j and 
it k no wonder that he adapts certain words 
to his church, which had a meaning in the 
age of Client different from that no-w affixed 
to them. 

In the fijcth fefllony the names of ibofe 
women Danaides or D-anais,. and Dirce, which 
are in the original Cre^i, are thrown out of 
the text into the margin of the archbi(hop"s 
tranflation; he judging it unworthy of C/e- 
mcnt to rank with chriftian fufterers thole 
facnous Gentile ladies. But is there any ab- 
furdity in believing that there might be chri- 
nian women of ihcfe names, and fufferers 
for 



for chriftianicy, well known to Clement and 
the Carinthians ? 

Bound up with this epiftle, in the arch- 
bifhop's edition, are feveral others, which car- 
ry felt-evident marks of forgery and interpo- 
lation. They breathe not the fame fpirit 

with Clement, 

Finally, the archbifliop's book is wnt- 
ten for the learned, and falls into few hands. 
But this attempt is defigned for the unlearn- 
ed, to (hew them the likcnefs of Clemenfi 
doctrine to that of the Lord and his apoftles, 
and the complexion and conftitution of the 
churches immediately after the apoftles d.iys ; 
for, towards the end of the fecond century, 
they will not anfwcr to the line of the fane 
tuary, neither in doftrine, difcipline, nor go- 
vernment. 
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THE church of God foipuming at 
Rome, to the church of God fo- 
journing at Corinth: 

To the called, fanflified by thewiUof 
God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift: 

Grace unto you, and peace, from Al- 
mighty God, by Jefus Chrift, be multi- 
plied upon every one of you, aud towards 
each other. 

. 1. 
Beloved brethren, it was owing to 
calamities and adverfiiies Whictv t^IwJv^A. 
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that we feemed (o flow ia attending to 
thefe matters you defiredof us; cfpecJal- 
ly that impious and detelUbIc fedition, (o 
unbecoming the elefi: flrangers of God, 
which a few rafli and arrogant perfons 
have inflamed to fo great madnefs. So 
that your venerable and famous name, fo 
worthy to be ioved by all men, is gric- 
Toully reproached. What ftranger com- 
ing among you, hath not been fully con- 
vinced of your felf-denied and eftablilhed 
faith ? who has not admired your found 
and equitable piety in Chrift? who hath 
not proclaimed your magnificent difpofi- 
lion to hofpitality ? who hath not blefled 
your well-grounded and perfefled know- 
ledge ? All your affairs were carried on 
without refpefl: of perfons; and ye walk- 
ed according to the laws of God, being 
fubjeit to your leaders, and giving duft 
honour to your elders : you charged young 
men to learn moderation, and to be fober- 
minded: you exhorted the women to do 
itU , 
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all things with a blamelefs, uadefiled, and 
chafte confcience, loTing their husbands 
ID a becoming manner ; you taught them 
to obferve the law of obedience, and to 
manage their houlhold-affairs with mo- 
deration, 

II. 
You all ftudicd humility of mind, not 
being vain-glorious ; rather fubmilTiFe, 
than feeking dominion ; rather inclined 
lo give, than to receive, being facisfied 
with what God bellowed for daily fuftc- 
nancej carefully attending to his words, 
your bowels were enlarged, and his fuf- 
fcrings were before your e^es. So that 
your love to a!i wa*; profouml and fplen- 
did. and you had an infatiable d^rfire of 
doing good. There was a plentiful cffii- 
fion of the Holy Spirit upon you all. Ye 
were alfo filled with a fanftiiied delibera- 
iion. With the readincfs of a good mind 
ye lifted up your hands with holy confi- 
dence to Almighty God, befecctun-j.^vsa. 
L 1 ^^^ 



with tears to be merciful, and pardon y ^y 
involuntary offences. There was a fy 
vency in your prayers night and day /£>.>- 

the whole brotherhood, that the nvunbe^:- 
cf the eleft might be faved, with metew- 
and confciencc. Ye were pure and ham»- 
lefs, not remembering offences againfl one 
another. Every fedition and every fchifm 
was an abomination to you. Ye bewailed 
the failings of your ueighbours; their 
fhort-comings ye looked upon as your 
own. Ye never repented of well-doing ; 
ye were ready to every good work : all- 
virtuous and devout difcipline adorned 
you. All your affairs were tranfafted in 
his fear. The Lord's commandments were 
written upon the tables of your hearts. 
III. 
Every honour and enlargement was 
beftowed on you ; dieo that fcnpture was 
fulfilled, " My beloved did eat and drink, 
*' was enlarged, waxed fat, and kicked*.' 
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Hence proceeded envy, ftrife, fedition, 
tumultuous contufion, perfecuiion, war 
and captivity. Hence they who were con- 
temptible haverifen up againft chofe who 
were eftcemed : the unworthy againft 
the praife-worthy: the fooliili againll the 
wife: the younger agalnft their elders. 
Wherefore righteoufnefs and peace are 
far removed fro!n among you : So that 
every one of you hath given up with the 
fear of God, and turned blind concerning 
the faith of him; neither have ye walked 
in his commanded inftitutions; nor has 
your deportment been as becometh Chrift, 
But every one walked according to his 
evil lufts, chcriihing unrighteous and un- 
godly envy, on account of which death 
entered into the world. 

IV. 

For fo it is written, " And it came to 

« pafs, that in procefsoftimcCain brought 

" an olTeriiig to God of the fruits of the 



4 THE FIRST EPISTLE of 

with tears to be merciful, and pardon your 
involuntary offences. There was a fer- 
vency in your prayers night and day for 
the whole brotherhood, that the number 
of the elefl might be favcd, with mercy 
and confcience. Ye were pure and harm- 
lefs, not remembering offences agarnfl: one 
another. Every fedition and every fcliifm 
was an abomination to you. Ye bewailed 
the failings of your neighbours ; their 
fhort-comings ye looked upon as your 
own. Ye never repented of well-doing ; 
ye were ready to every good work : all- 
virtuous and devout difcipline adorned 
you. All your affairs were tranfafled in 
his fear. The Lord's commandments were 
Written upon the tables of your hearts. 
III. 
Every honour and enlargement was 
bellowed on you ; tlien that fcripture was 
fulfilled, " My beloved did eat and drink, 
" was enlarged, waxed fat, and kicked*.'* 

* Dent, xxxii. ij. 

Hence 
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ice proceeded envy, ftrife, fedicion, 
tumultuous contufion, pcrfecuiion, war 
, and captivity. Hence they who were coa- 
temptible have rifen up arjainll chofe who 
were efteemed : the unworthy againfl 
the praife-worthy: the fooiiQi againtt the 
wife: the younger againd: their elders. 
Wherefore righteouihefs and peace are 
iiar removed from among you: So that 
every one of you hath given up with the 
fear of God, and turned blind concerning 
rha faith of him; neither have ye walked 
in his cdrnmandcd inftituiionsj nor has 
your deportment been as becometh Chrift, 
But every one walked according to his 
evil iufts, chcrifliing unrighteou'i and un- 

1 godly envy, on account of which death 
entered into the world. 

IV. 

For fo it is written, " And it came to 
" pafs, that in procefs of time Cain brought 
" an offering to God of the fruits of the 



6 THE FIRST EPISTLE of 

" earth; and Abel alfo himfelf brought 
" of the firftliags of his flieep and of the 
" fat of them. And God had refpeft to 
'' Abel and to his gifts; but untoCainand 
^' to his facrifices he gavg no regard. And 
" Cain was fore grieved, and fell upoq 
" his face. And God faid uuto Cain,Why 
"art thou furroundcd wi[h grief i" and 
*' wherefore is thy countenance fallen, if 
*' thou bring thine offeriag lawfully ? but 
" if thou divide not lawfully, haft thou 
" not tranrgreffed? Be fileut ; his turning 
" fliall be towards ihee, and thou {halt* 
" rule over him. And Cain faid unto his 
*' brother Abel, Let us go out into the 
" field. And it came to pafs, when they 
"were 'in the field, Cain rofe upon his 
" brother Abel, and flew him*." You 
fee, brethren, emulation and envy mur- 
dered a brother. By reafon of emulation 
our father Jacob fled from the face of his 
brother Efauf. Envy was the caufe ihar 
• Gen-iv. 3. t Gen. xKvii. 

Jofeph 
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Jofcph was perfecmed even unto death^ 
and was almoib driven into flavery p Emu- 
lation forced Mofes to fiy from the face 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt, wliea he heard 
one of his own tribe fay unto him, " Who 
" appointed thee a ruler and judge oyer 
*' us? wilt ihou kill me in the fame man- 
" ner thou kiJledft the Egyptian yefter- 
" day*?" By reafon of envy, Aaroa 
and Miriam were put without the camp-f. 
Envy drove Dathan and Abiram alive ia- 
lo the feparate ftatet. becaufe ihey raifed 
fedition againl^ Mofes the faithful fervant 
of God. By reafon of emulation, David 
was envied not only by Jlrangers, but.al- 
alfo ftiffered perfecocion from Saul the 
king of Xfrael. 



M 



V, 

But leaving the examples of the an- 
cients, let us proceed to the wreftlers of 
our own times. Let us take the generous 
• Exod, ii, 14, I Nunjb, xii. t Numb, xvi. 



examples of our own age. By reafon of 
emulation and envy^ the faUhful and 
moft upright pillars of the church were 
pcrfecuted even unto a terrible death. 
I^et us (et before our eyes the good' 
apoftles. Peter, by reafon of unrighteous 
emulation, fufFered not one or two, but 
many painful labours ; and thus, having 
fuiFered martyrdom, he went to his due 
place of glory. By reafon of emulatioa, 
Paul carried away the prize of long-fuf- 
fcring. being fcven times bound, beaten 
with rods, ftoned : was made a preacher 
both in the eaft and weft: he received 
the excellent glory of his faiih, inflruft- 
ing the whole world in righieoufnefs : he 
came to the outmofl: borders of the weft» 
fuffcring martyrdom under the high pow- 
ers. Thus he departed out of the world, 
and went into the holy place, and was 
made the greateft example of perfevcr- 
acce, 

VL 



VI. 
Unto thefe men walking with God, 
Vas gathered together a great multimdo 
of the eleft, who fuffering many ftripea 
and lorments, by reafon of envy, afibrdcd 
a moft excellent copy among us. By rea- 
foa of emulation, thefe women, Daiae 
and Dirce, having fuffcrcd grievous and 
nefarious puniihments, arnved at the end 
of the firm lace of their faith, and though 
Cckly ifl their bodies, received the noble 
reward. Emulation alienated wives from 
their husbands, and changed the faying of 
our father Adam, " This now is bone of 
" my bones, and flefh of my fleih*:" Emu- 
lation and envy have overturned great 
cities, and rooted out mighty nations. -^^ 

VII. '^ 

We write thefe things, dearly beloved, 
not only to admonilh you, but alfo to 
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keep ourfelves ia remembrance; for we 
arc in the fame field of battle, aed the 
fame conillft awaits us. Wherefore let us 
lay afide empty and Tain cares, and let 
us come up to the glorious and venerable 
rule of our holy calling. Let us confider 
what is comely, pleafant, and accepiable 
in the fight of our Maker. Let us ear- 
neftly fix our eyes on the blood of Chriil, 
and behold how precious his blood is to 
God! How, when it was poured out for 
our falvation, it coodefcended to bring 
the grace of repentance to the whole 
world. Let us attentively confider all 
ages, and learn, that the Lord gave place ■ 
of repentance in generation after gcnera- 
lion to thofe who were willing to turn 
unto him. Noah preached repentance, 
and they who obeyed were faved. Jonah 
preached deftruftion to the Ninevites ; 
but thefe who repented of their fins, ear- 
neftly fiipplicatlng for mercy, pacified 
God; yt», tho' thc:y were ftrangers to 
G6d VUU 
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death. Let us fted&ftly fee our eyes ( 
thofe who have pcrfedly miniftered to 
his excellent glory. Let us take Enoch 
for our example, Who being found right- 
eous in his obedience, was tranflated, and 
bis death was not found. Noah being 
found faithful in his miniftry, preached 
regeneration to the world, and the Lord 
faved by him the livtng creatures which 
went in harmony and concord with him 
into the ark. 

X. 
Abraham, who was called the friend 
of God*, was found faithful in his obc- 
dielite to the words of God. He, in 
obcditnce, departed from his own coun- 
try 'and relations, and from his father's 
' houfe, giving up with a fmall country, 
' weakly relations, and a fmall habitation, 
that he might inherit the promifes of 
' Goi. For he faith unto him, '• Leave 
' thy country, thy kindred, and thy fa- 
" ihcr's houfe, and go unto that land 
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" which I will (hew unto thee. And I 
" will make of thee a great nation, and 
" I will blefs thee, and magnify thy name, 
" and thou (halt be blefled; and I will 
" blefs them that blefa thee, and I will 
" curfe them that curfe thee ; and all the 
" tribes of the earth fliall be blefled in 
" thee *." Again, God faid unto him, 
when he feparaced from Lot, '* Lift up 
" thine eyes,' and look from the place 
" where thou now art, towards the norths 
" and the fouth, and the eaft, and the 
" wed; for all the land that thou feed I 
" will give UQCo thee and to thy feed for 
" ever: and I will make thy feed as the 
" fand of the earth ; if one can be able t;o 
" mimber out the fand of the earth, fo 
" fliallthy feed be numbered outf." And 
again, be faith," God led Abraham forth. 
" and faiduEitohim,Look up unto heaven, 
" and count the ftars, if thou art able to 
" number them out : fo fliall thy feed be. 

* Gen. xii. i. | Gen. xiii. 14. 

, . " Abra- , 
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*' Abraham believed God, and it was im- 
" puted to him for righteoufnefs t." By 
faith and hofpitality a fon was givca to 
him in his old age; and in obediecca he 
offered him a facrifice to God upon one 
of the mountains which he pointed out to 
him*. 

XI. 
Through hofpitality and godlinefs Lot 
was faved from among the Sodomites f, 
when the whole country around was ad- 
judged to fire and brlmflone 5 : the Lord 
making it manifeft, that he will by do 
means leave them who hope in him ; . but 
thofewho turn away, from him he will give 
up to calamity and torment. His wife who 
went out together with him, being of an- 
other mind, and not of one accord with 
hi;n ; on this account, was fixed as a won- 
der, fo that flie became a pillar of fait 
even unto this day ; that it may be mani- 

l^^t Gen. XV. ;. • Gen. xxli. \ Gen. xlx. 
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fed to all, that they who are double- , 
minded, and doubt of the power of God, , 
are fee up for judgment, and a wonder ' 
to all generations. ! 

XII. 
Bt faith and hofpitaliry the harlot Ra- 
bab was fivcd *. For fpies having been 
fent out, under Jofhua the fon of Nave, 
into Jericho, the king of that land un- 
derfiood that they came to fpy out his 
country, and feut men to apprehend j 
them, that, when apprehended, he might • 
put them to death. But the hofpitable Ra- ' 
hab, having admitted them, concealed iheni j 
in the top of the houfe, under ftalks of i 
flax. But raeffengers from the king hsv- I 
ing received intelligence, came and f^d I 
unto her. Men came unto thee, to {pf i 
our this our country : bring them forth ; ' 
for fo hath the kiag commanded. But (he 
anfwered, Thefe two men whom yc feek> 
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came unto me, but they fuddenly depart- 
-ed, and went that way, pointing out to 
fhem the oppofice road. Then flie faid 
unto the men, I certainly know, that the 
Lord your God hath dehvcred up this ci- 
ty to you; for the fear and terror of you 
is fallen on all the inhabitants. Where- 
fore, when ye fliall get pofleffion of the 
city, prefcrve me and my faiher'i houfe. 
They replied, It ftiall be fo as thou hafb 
fpoken unto us : when thou difcemeft us 
approaching, thou (halt gather together 
all thine under thy roof, and they fhall be 
preferved ; but as many as fliall be found 
without thy houfe fhall be deftroyed. 
And they added, that (he (hould give a 
Hgn ; that (he (hould hang out of her 
houfe a fcarlet thread : making it mani- 
feft, that all who believed and hoped in 
God fliould be redeemed by the blood of 
the Lord. — You fee, brethren, that not 
only faith, but alfo prophecy, was in this 
woman. 
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XIII. 

LgT us therefore, brethren, be hum- 
ble-minded, laying afidc all vain-glory, 
pride, foolilhuefs, and wrath, and let us 
do that which is holy. *' Let not the wife 
" man glory in his"wifdom, nor the ftrong 
" man in his ftrength, nor the rich mau 
" in his riches ; bat he that gloricth, let 
" him gtory in the Lord, that he may feek 
*' him, and do judgment and juftlce*." 
Efpecially keeping in remembrance the 
Words of the Lord Jcfus, which he fpake 
teaching courtefy and long-fuffering. For 
thus he faid, " Be ye merciful, that ye 
" may obtain mercy ; forgivcj that ye may • 
" be forgiven ; do ye as ye would have it 
" done to you ; judge ye, as yc would be 
"judged ; be ye kind, as ye would have 
" kindnefs fhown to you : with what mea- 
" fure ye mete, it fhall be meafured to 
'* you again f." Let us eflablilh ourfelvcs 

•Jer.ix.23. iCor.i.3!. tLukcvt.33. 



by this command men t and thefe precepts, 
that we may walk in humility of mind, 
always obedient to thefc becomingly holy 
words of his. For the holy word faith, 
" Upon whom will I look, but upon him 
" who u meek, quiet, and that trembleth 
" at my word* ?" ^^m 

XIV. ^1 

If it is then juft and holy, men and 
brethren, rather to give obedience to God 
than to follow the ring-lcaders of deteft- 
able emulation in pride and fcditioa, wc 
undergo not a fraall damage, but rather 
great danger; if we raQily give ourfelves 
up to the will of thefe men, who throw 
ihemfelves into ftrife and fedition, fo as 
to alienate us from our good behaviour. 
Let us be kind unto one another, accord. 
ing to the tender mercy and fweetnefs of 
our Maker; for it is written, " The kiad- 
" ly-merclful Ihall iahabit the earth, and 

• Ifaiah Uti. a. 
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*' the harmlefs fliall be left upon it ; but 
*' tranfgreffors jQiall be rooted out from 
*^ it "^." Again he faith, " I faw the wick- 
'* ed lifted up and exalted above the ce- 
'^ dars of Lebanon J and I paffed by, and 
'* behold he was not, and I fought out 
^' his place, and found it not f /' Watch 
innocence and reftitude, for they are the 
legacy of peaceful men, 

XV. 

Let us firmly adhere to thofe who fol- 
low peace with godlinefs, and not to thofe 
who incline to peace with hypocrify. For 
he fays fomewherc, "' This people draw- 
*' eth near to me with their lips, but their 
** heart is far from me t :'^ And again, 
'* They blefs with their mouth, and curfe 
'* in their heart §:'* And again he faith, 
" They loved him with their mouth, and 
'' with their tongue belied him ; their 

* Pfalm xxxvii. 9. Prov. ii, 20. f Pfalm 
x^jcviii. 36. :|: Ifa» xjux. 13, § Pfalm Ixii. 4, 
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" heart was not upright with him, and 
" flood not upright in his covenant* But 
^' let their lips be deceitful, the tongue 
^^ fpcaking high fwelling words, thofc 
'* who fay. We will magnify our tongue, 
^' our lips are from ourfelves ; who is 
^' Lord over us ? — For the oppreffion of 
" the poor, for the fighing of the op- 
'' preffed, now will I arife, faith the 
^* Lord ; I will place him in fafety, and 
*' will be his confidence "^," 

XVL 

For Chrift is theirs, who are humble* 
minded, not theirs who exalt themfelves 
over his flock. The fceptrc of the ma- 
jefty of God, our Lord Jefus Chrift, came 
not with the found of vain-glory and ar« 
rogancc, altho' he could have done it, 
but with lowlinefs of mind, according as 
the Holy Spirit fpake of him : for he 
faith, '' Lord, who hath believed our re- 

* Pfal. XX. Ixxviii. 37. xii* j» 
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port ^ and [o whom hach the arm of 
the Lord been revealed ? we hare 
preached before hun as a little child) 
as a root in dry ground ; for there is 
no comelinefs in him, nor glory; and 
we faw him, and he had no comelinefs 
nor beauty ; but his form was igno- 
minious, and eclipfed before the fons 
of men ; a man of ftripes and painful 
labour, and acquainted with bearing in- 
firmities. Becanfe his countenance was 
not difcerned, he was defpifed, and not 
accounted of. This perfon bears our 
Jins, and is grieved on our account, 
and we accounted him to be in painful 
labour, in ftripes and affliction : But he 
was wounded for our tranfgreffions, 
and afflifted for our fins. The cha- 
ftifcment of our peace was upon him, 
and we are healed with his (tripes. All 
we like fheep have gone aflray; man 
has wandered in his way, and the Lord 
harh deljyered him up for our fins ; and 
"tho?i 




" iho' he was afflifted, he opened not his 
" mouth. He was led Hke a iheep to the 
" flaughter, and like a lamb before his 
" fliearer, dumb, thus he opened not his 
" mouth. In his humiliation his judg- 
' ment was taken away -, and who fliail 
' declare his generation ? Bccaufe his 
■' life is taken from the earth, for the 
" iniquities of my people he was led to 
" death. And I will give the impious 
" for his burying- place, and the rich for 
" his death, becaufe he did no iniquity, 
" neither was there found guile ia his 
" mouth, and the Lord would cleanfe 
" him from his ftripes. If he be deliver- 
" ed for fins, your foul fliall fee a long- 
" li?ed feed. The Lord will deliver his 
" foul from pain, to fliow him the light, 
and form him to knowledge; tojuftify 
" the Juil One a good fervant to many ; 
" and he Ihall bear up their fins. Where- 
" fore he fliall inherit many, and ftiali 
" divide the fpoil of the ftrongi becaufe 
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" his foul was given up to dcach, and he 
" was numbered with iranfgreflbrs, and 
" he bare up the fins of many, and was 
" betrayed on account of their fins *.'* 
And agaio he faith, " But I am a worm 
" and no man, the reproach of men, and 
" difdaiit of the people : ail who looked 
" on me derided me ; they fpokc with 
" their lips, they fliook their head, He 
" hoped in the Lord, let him deliyer him, 
" let him fave him, becaufc he will have 
"himj." — Ye fee, beloved men, what 
kind of example is fet before us : for if 
the Lord fo humbled hirafelf, what fliall 
we do, who are brought under the yoke 
of his grace t 
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Let us imitate them who went about 
in goat and iheep-fldns, preaching the 
coming of Chrift. We fpeak of the pro- 
phets Elias, Elifha, and Ezekiel, and with, 

^^* Uiuih liii. \ Pfalm xxii, <. 

^E, [beta 
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the martyrs*. Abraham gave a fignal te- 
Aimony, and vas called the friend of 
God f : and in deep humility fixing his 
eyes on the glory of God, be proaoua- 
ces, " I am duft and afhes t" Moreover, 
it is thus written of Job, " Job was joft, 
" blamelefs, faithful, fearing God, and 
« abftaining from all^cvil §." But he ac- 
cuUng himfelf, fays, " No man is cicaa 
" from BUhinefs, not tho* his life were 
" but of one day ||." Mofes was declared 
faithful in all his houfe, and by his com- 
mand God determined to deliver IfracI 
from their flripes and cruel punUhments : 
but tho' he was greatly honoured, he 
fpoke not high fwelling words, but when 
the divine oracle was given to him from 
the bufli, he faith, " Who am I, ih^ 
** thou (houldfl: fend mc ? I am (low of^ 
" fpecch, and of a Qow tongue %." And' 
he faith again, " Buc I am the fmoke of 
" a pot." 

* Heb. xi. ^7. -j- Ifaiah xli. 8, Jtmes ii. 
i Gen. xviii. 27. ^ Sq\i\, \, W^-»s- 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE of 
XVIII. 
But what {hall we dy- of David, of 
whom it is witneffed, that God fpake, 
" I have found a man according to my 
" heart : I have anointed him with ccer- 
" Dal oil *." — But he faith unco God, 
" Be merciful to me, O God, according 
*' to ihy great mercy> and according to 
" the multitude of thy tender compaflions 
" blot out my tranfgrcffion: Wafli me 
'* fully from my tranfgrelEon, and cleanfe 
" me from my fin, for I acknowledge my 
" tranfgreflion, and my fin is continually 
" before me. To thee alone have I fin- 
" ned, and have done that wicked thing 
" before thy fight ; that thou mayeft be 
" juftified in thy words, and mayeft over- 
" come when thou art judged. Behold, 
" I was conceived in tranfgreffions, and 
" in fins did my mother conceive roe. For 
" behold thou haft loved truth, thou haft 

* Ffal. Ixxxix. ai. Afts »ii. 33. 
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" revealed the hidden and dark things 
" of thy wifdom uato me : thou (halt 
'■ fpriakle me with hyffop, and I fliall 
" be clean: thou wilt walh me, and I 
" {hall be whiter than fnow. Thou wilt 
" eaufe me hear joj and gladnefs. The 
" bones that were humbled fliall rejoice, 
" thou wilt turn away thy face from my 
" fins, and blot out all my tranfgreflioDS. 
" O God, create a clean heart in me, and 
" renew a right fpirit in my inwards. 
" Call me not from thy face, and take 
" not away thy holy Spirit from me. Re- 
" flore to me the joy of thy falvation, 
' and firengthen me with thy guiding 
' Spirit. I will teach the lawlefs ihy 
' ways, and the ungodly fliall be turned 
" unto thee. O God, deliver me from 
' bloods ! O God of my falvation, my 
' tongue &all joyfully proclaim thy ju- 
' flice. O Lord, open my mouth, and my 
' lips fliall declare thy praife. for if thou 
' wouldeft facrifice, I would have giTCQ 
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" it ; bur whole burnt-offerings pleafe 
" thee not ; a contrite heart is a facrifice 
" to God; a broken and humbled heart 
" thou wilt not defpifc *." 

XIX. 
Therefore the humility and fub- 
jeftion through obedience of fuch and (o 
many fufferers thus bom witnefs to, hath 
not only rendered us, but alfo the pre- 
ceeding generations, better than even 
thofe who have received his oracles with 
fear and truth. Therefore being made 
partakers of fo many, fo great, and illuf- 
trious aftions, let us make hade to arrive 
at the mark of that peace which was de- 
livered to us from the beginning : and 
let us fix our eyes on the parent and cre- 
ator of the world, and let us firmly ad- 
here to the magnificent and exceeding 
great gifts of his peace, in good works. 

* Pfalm li. 
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Le; us fix our thoughts upon him, and 
behold, with the eyes of our foul, his 
long-fuffering purpofe. — Let us confi- 
der how unwrathful he ftiews himfclf 
towards all his creation. 

XX. 

The heavens being put In motion by 
his adminitlratioD, are fubjefted to him 
in peace, llkewife day and night perform 
their appointed courfe, without jarring 
one with another. Alfo the fun, the 
moon, and chorus of ftars, perform their 
appointed courfes in harmony, without 
any diforder. The teeming earth, accor- 
ding to his will, in its proper feafons 
brings forth fruit in abundance, both to 
men, to beafls, and all living creatures 
that are in it, without contradifting or 
altering the defign of any of his decrees. 
The inacceflible and ineffable waves of 
the abyfles and deeps are contained with- 
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in their bouuds by the fame commauds. 
The cavity of the immenfe fea, gather- 
ed together into its colleftions at its 
creation, overflows not the bounds with 
which it is circumfcribed, but afts in the 
manner that he appointed it, for he faid, 
" Thus far thou {halt come, and thy 
" waves fhall be broken upon thyfelf *." 
The ocean, boundlefs as to men, and the 
worlds which are in it, are governed by 
the laws of the Lord. The fpring, the 
fummer, the harveft, and winter-feafons 
fucceed one another in peace. The poiz- 
ings of ihe winds perform their fervice 
in their proper feafon, without jarring. 
The living fountains, created for ufe and 
health, afford their fprings withoot defi- 
ciency, for the life of men. And the 
fmalleft animals make their habitations in 
harmony and peace* All thefe things the 
great Creator and Lord of all ordaiued 
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to be in peace and harmony, doing good 
unto all ; but more abundantly unto us, 
who have fled to his bowels of com- 
paffioH, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
to whom be glory and majefty for ever- 
and ever, Amen. 

XXL 
Bewari, beloved, left his benefits, 
which are many, fliould turn to the con- 
demnation of us all, if our converfation 
be not worthy of him, and we do not the 
things which are good and acceptable in 
his light, with unanimity. For he faith 
Ibmewhere, *' The Spirit of the Lord is 
" a candle, fearching the inward parts 
" of the belly §." Let us confider how 
near he is, and that none of our thoughts, 
nor the difputes we are engaged in, are 
hid from him. It is juft then we fliould 
I not rclinquifh his ftatutes, turning away 
I from his will. It is better we fliould of- 
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fend foollih and ihoughtlcfs men, men 
pufFcd up and vain-glorious of their dif- 
courfe, than that we fliould offend God. 
Let us reverence the Lord Jefua Chrid, 
who gave his blood for us. Let us revere 
our leaders; let us honour our cidert; 
let us teach the younger the difcipline 
of the fear of God. Let us fer our wo- 
men right towards that which is good : 
let them ihew forth the lovely ways of 
challity. Let them demonflrate their 
harmlefs inclination to meeknefs, let the 
moderation of their tongue be manifefted 
by their voice ; but let thena fhcw forth 
their love equally unto all who in holi- 
nefs fear God, without refpe£l of pcr- 
fons. Let your children be made parta- 
kers of the inllni^ion that is in Chrilt; 
let them learn how highly humility of 
raind is regarded with God ; what pure 
love can do with God ; how great and 
amiable his fear is, faving all thofe who , 
walk in holinefs in him with a pure mind. 



for he is the fearcher of our thoughts 
and intentions, whofe Spirit h in us, and 
when he pleafes, he takes him away from 
Us. 

XXTI. 
All thcfe things the faith in Chrift 
tonfirms. For even he by the Holy Spi- 
rit calls unto us after this manner : 

*' Come hither, children, hear me, I will 
" teach you the fear of the Lord. Who 
" is the man that would live, loving to 
" fee good days ? Let him refraui his 
" tongue from evil, and his lips from 
" fpeaking guile : let him turn from evil 
" and do good j let him feek peace, and 
" purfue it. The eyes of the Lord are 
" upon the juft, and his ears are to their 
" prayers ; but the face of the Lord is 
" upon them who do evil, to root out 
" their memory from the earth. The 
"juft cried, and the Lord heard him, 
" and delivered him from all his afflic- 
" tions. Many ftripes are to tht Cvmssx-. 




'' but mercy fiiall furround thofe who 
*' hope in the Lord *." 

xxm. 

The beneficent and merciful Father 
in all things hath bowels of compaflion 
to them who fear him: and further, he 
bellows richly, \vith good-will and gea- 
tlencfs, his grace oa them who draw near 
to him in Cmplicity of heart. Therefore 
let us not be double-minded, neither let 
our fpirit be puffed up on account of his 
exceeding great and glorious gifcs.Let that 
fcripture be far from us, where he faith, 
" Wretched are the double-minded, and 
" they who are of a doubtful heart, fay- 
" ing, Thefe things have we heard from 
" our fathers, and behold, we have grown 
" old, and none of thefe things have be- 
" fallen us f." O thoughtlefs people I 
compare yourfelves to a tree. Take the 

• Pfal. xxxii. 10. xxxiv. ii. f James i. a. 
3 Peter hi, a. 
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ylne : firft it cafteth its leaves, then it 
putteth forth buds, then leaves, then the 
flower, [hen four grapes, and after them 
ripe grapes, Confider then in how fliort 
a time tlie fruit of a tree arrives at per- 
feftion in ripenefs. In truth his will and 
pleafure will foon be perfeftly and fud- 
denly accomplifhed : the fcripture alfo 
' bearing witnefs to this, that " the Lord 
" will come fuddenly to his temple, evea 
" the Holy One whom ye look for t." 

XXIV. 

L E T us conCder, beloved, how the 

Lord points out to us perpetually that 

there (hall be a future refurreflion, of 

which he hath made our Lord Jefus 

Ghrift the firft-fruits,. having raifed him 

from the dead. Let us, beloved, give at- 

, tention to that refurreftion which hap- 

(, pens according to its feafon. Day and 

L B^ht manifell: the refurreftion to as: 

^^^K Malachi iii. 
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the night lies down to deep j the djy arif-; 
es: the day declines; the night comes on. 
Let us behold the fruits ; it is evident tq 
all, how the feed grows. The fower 
went forth and caft out the feed iuto the 
earth ; the feedj thus fown, fell into the 
earth weak, dry, and naked ; time diflblves 
them. Then out of that dUTotution the 
great power of the Lord's providence 
raifes them again, and out of one feed 
multiplies many, fo brings forth fruit. 

XXV. 

Let us conlidcr that admirable woq-: 
der which is produced in the eaftera 
parts, that is,- in thofe about Arabia. — 
There is a little bird called phcenix, be- 
ing an only one, lives fiye hundred years; 
when it draws near to its diffotuiiou by- 
death, it builds for itfelf a nefl: compofed 
of frankincenfe, myrrh, and other fpices, 
into \vhich flie enters, having completed 
her feafon, and dies. Out of its putrified 
body 
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body a certain worm is produced, which 
being nouriflaed wiih the moiflure of the 
dead animal, is feathered, and growing 
jtrong takes up the fame neft in which 
are the bones of its parent, and carry- 
ing them on its (houlders, points her way 
from the country of Arabia, into Egypt, 
ro the city called Heliopolis, and flying 
by day, in the fight of all, depofiis them 
on the altar of the fun, then (he returns 
from whence flie came. The priefts then 
eMmioing the records of the times, find 
(hat the bird having completed its five 
hundredth year, returns again, 
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S H A L L we judge it then a great ai 
marYellous waik, if the creator of all fliaU 
raife again from the dead thofe who have 
fcrved him in holinefs, in the confidence 
of a good fciith, even when he makes 
kaqwn to us, by a fmall bird, the magnifi- 
cence of his promife ? For he fays fome- 
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where, " Thou wilt raife me from the 
dead, and I 'will confefs unto thee." And, 
'.' Thou madell: me ro fleep ; I flumbered : 
" I was awaked, becaufe thou art with 
" mef." And again. Job faith, " Thou 
" wilt raife again this fle(h of mine, 
'* which hath fuffered all thefe things X" 

XXVII. 
Th ereeore in that hope let our 
fouls be knit to him who is faithful to 
his promifes, and juft in his judgments. 
He who commanded us not to lie, much 
more he will not lie. For there is no- 
thing impoffible with God, except to be 
falfe. Let the faith of him be again re- 
vived in us ; and let us attentively con- 
fider that all things arc near unto him. 
By his magnificent word he hath ap- 
pointed all things, and by that fame word 
he is able utterly to deftroy them all. 
" Who will fay unto him. What hafl: thou 

\ Pfal. iii. 5. t Job xix. 36. 



CLEMENS HOMANTTS; 39 

" done ? or who will refill the flrength of 
" his power ?" Wheu, and how he pleaf- 
ed, he hath formed all things, and none 
of his decrees can pafs away. All things 
are before him, and nothing is fecret 
from him. If " the heavens declare the 
" glory of God, and the firmament fpeaks 
" forth the work of his hands, the day 
" uttereth fpeech unto the day, and night 
"unto night teacheth knowledge; and 
" there are no words nor fpeech whofe 
•' voices are not heard *." 
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S E £ I N G then all things are feen and 
heard, let Us fear him, and forfake the 
impure tufts of evil works, that we may 
be covered by his mercy from the future 
judgments. For how can any of us cf- 
cape from the mighty power of his hand? 
For what world can proleft apoftates from 

* Pfal. xix. 
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him ? for the fcripture faith fomcwher^, 
' Where fhall I fly ? and where fliall I 
" be hid from thy face ? If I fliall afcend 
"into heaven, ihou art there; if I go 
" away to the outmofl ends of the earth, 
" there thy right hand i3. If I ly down 
" in the abyffes, there thy Spirit is *.'* 
Where then ihail one go? where fhall 
he fly from him who encompaflles all 
things ? 

XXIX. 
Wherefore let us draw near to 
him with holinefs of foul, lifting up chafte 
and pure hands unto him, loving our be- 
iiigo and merciful Father, who hath madb 
us a part of the election to himfelf. For 
thus it is writtea, " When the moft High- 
" divided the nations, when he fcattered 
" the fons of Adam, he appointed the 
" bounds of the nations according to ihc 
" number of the angels, his people Ja- 

\ • Pfal. cxxxix. f, 8. 
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" cob was made the Lord's portion ; the 
" line of his inheritance, Ifrael *■." And 
be faith in another place, " Behold, the 
" Lord taketh to himfelf a nation out of 
" the midil: of nations, even as a man 
" takes the firft-fruits out of the threfti- 
*' ing-floor; and the holy of holies Ihall 
" proceed from that nation |." 

XXX. 

Wherefore, being the portion of 
tlie Holy One, let us do all the things 
of hoiinefs, let us fly from evil-fpeak- 
ing, from impious and impure embraces, 
youthful lufls, abominable concupifcences, 
dctedable adultery, and execrable pride. 
For God laith, *' he refills the proud, 
" and gives grace lo the humble t." Let 
us then cleave to thofe to whom grace is 
beftowed from God, Let us be cloathed 
with harmony, being humbie-minded and 

• Deut. xxxu. 8> 9. + Deut, iv. 34. t P™- 
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coDtineot, keeping ourfdves far from all 
backbiting and evil fpeaking, being jufti- 
fied by our works, and noi by our words. 
For he faiih, " He who fpeaks much 
" Ihall be made lo hear in his turn, and 
" does he who is eloquent imagine him- 
" felf to be juft ? Bleffed is he that is 
" born of a woman, and thort-livcd; do 
" not multiply words*," Let our praife 
be iu God, and not of ourfelves, for God 
bates thofe who proclaim their own 
praife. Let the reftimouy of our good 
aftions be given by others, as it was gi- 
veB to our fathers who were righteous: 
but arrogance, feif- importance, and au- 
dacioufnefs belongs to them who are ac- 
curfed of God : and gentlcnefs, humility 
of mind, and meeknefs ftiall be to them 
who are blefled of God. 



■ Job xi. 3j 3. 
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xxxr. 

Let us then be firmly attached to his 
blefllng, and mark wbat are the paths of 
that bleffing. Let us revoke in our minds 
the things that have happened from the 
beginning. Upon what account was our 
father Abraham juftified ? was it not be- 
catlfe he wrought righteoufritrG and truth 
by faith ? Ifaac knowing with confidence 
what was to come, chcarfully became a 
filcrificc, Jacob with humility of mind 
departed out of his own country, flying 
from his brother; he went unto Laban, 
and bcca-ne his fervant, and the twelve 
fceprrca of Ifrael were given unto him, 

XXXII. 
If any man flioiild accurately confider 
rhem one by one, he would underftand 
the magnificence of the gifts beltowcd by 
hiltt. For of him proceed all the priefls 
and Levites, miniftring at the altar of 
Gotl%-from him comes the Lord Jefus, 
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according to the flefii : — from him kings, 
princes, and governors, proceed, from the 
line of Judah. Neither were the reft of 
the fceptres in fmall honour, according 
to God's promife, " Thy feed (hall be 
" as the ftars of heaven *." All obtained 
honour and were made great, not on ac- 
count of chemfelves, their doings, or the 
righteous works Wrought by them, but 
according to his good pleafure. And wc 
then, being called by his will, in Chrift 
Jefus, are not juftitied on our account, 
neither by our wifdom, underijanding, 
godlinefs, nor on account of the works 
wrought by us in holinefs of heart, but by' 
faith, by which the Almighty God hath 
juftified all from cverlafting, to whoi 
glory for ever and ever. Amen, 

XXXIII. 

"What ftiall we then do, brethren? 

flial l we ceafe from doing good works, 
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and relmquifli love ? God by no means 
■will allow this ro be done by us. Let us 
then without ceafing, and with chcarful- 
nefs of micd, make haile to perfeft every 
good work. For the Creator and Lord 
of ail things rejoices exceedingly in his 
works : for by his fupreme all- governing 
power he hath eftabllQied the heavens*, 
and hath adorned them by his incom- 
prchenlible wifdora; he hath alfo fepa- 
rated the earth from the circumambient 
water, and hath eflablifhed the founda- 
tion, of his own pleafure, like unto a 
liable tower : and he hath commanded 
the living creatures which rumuituouily 
play therein, to be. according to his or- 
der: alfo, having firll created, he hath 
inclofed by his power the fea and all the 
living creatures that are in it : and after 
all thefe, with his holy and unfpotted 
hands he formed man, the ftamp of his 
image, the moft eminent, and as lo know* 
ledge every way the greateft of them all. 
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for To God fpeaks, " Let us make man 
" according to our image and likenefs : 
" and God made mao ; male and female 
" made he them *." When he had fini- 
flied ali thefe, he praifed them and blcf- 
fed them, and faid, " Encrcafe ye, and 
" multiply f." Let us behold how all the 
jutl were adorned with good works; and 
the Lord having adorned himfcif by hi« 
works, rejoiced. Having therefore this 
example, let us with chearfulnefs fpee- 
dily approach unto his will, and with a]| 
our ftrcngth let us work the work of 
righieoufnefs. 

XXXIV. 

A GOOD Workman with confidence 
takes ihe bread of his labour: but the 
llothful and negligent dares not look hri 
employer in the face. It becomes us then 
to be chearful and ready to good works, 

• Gen. i. 76. I tfer, a8. 
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for of him are all things. For he foretells 
us, '■ Behold the Lord, and his reward is 
" before his face, to render unto every 
*■ aao according to fais work ■*." He ex- 
horts Qs therefore from his whole heart 
concerning this particular, that we (hould 
noc be idle nor floihful to every good 
work; let our glorying and confidence 
.^ in hira : let us be fubjeifl to his will : 
te us ferioufly confider the whole njulti- 
tfiie of his angels, how, (laqding before 
him they ininiftcr to his will. For the 
fcripture fays, " Ten thoufand times ten 
" thoufand ftaod before him, and thou- 
/' fands of thoufands minlfler unto him f. 
" And they cried, Holy, holy, holy Lord 
" of hofts ! ihe whole creation is full 
*' of thy glory t" Therefore, being ga- 
tb?red together harnjooioully into one 
place, eonfcienfiottily, as o«t of oije 
:iDQWh> let us cry earoeRly untp him, 

* Ifalih xl, 10. I.xii. II. Rer, XjU)> 12, 
\ Dan. Tii. 10. X H^iah ?i, 3. 
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that we may be made partakers of his 
great and glorious promrfes ; for he faith, 
" Eye hath not ken, nor ear heard, nor 
" hath it afcended into the heart of maa, 
'* what things he hath prepared for them 
" who wait for him *"." 

XXXV. 

Beloved, how blefled and wonder- 
ful are the gifts of God 1 Life in immor- 
tality ! fplendor io righteoufnefs! truth in 
boldnefs of liberty! faith in confidence! 

temperance in holinefs ! and all thefe 

things fall under our undcrrtandiog. What 
then muft thefe things be, which are pre- 
pared for them who endure patiently ? 
The all-holy Maker and Father of ages 
only knows the quantity and beauty of 
them. Let us then cameftly contend that 
we may be found among the number of 
thefe who wait patiently for him, that we 

• 1 Cor. ii, 9, 
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hray be partakers of his promifed gifts. 
But how is this to be done, beloved ? — 
Thus; if our minds be eftabliflied ia faith 
towards God ; if we diligently feck after 
ihefe things that are acceptable and welK 
pleafiDg to him: if we (hall have done 
the things thut are agreeable to his fpot- 
Icfs will, and have followed the way ai 
truth, carting away froth ourfelves all 
unrighteoufnefs, lawlefnefs, covetouroefs, 
ftrifes, evil communications and deceit, 
whifperings and evil-fpeakings, hatred o£ 
God, haughtinefs, pride, vain-glory, and 
ambition ; for they who do thefc things 
become hateful to God. " Not only they 
*' who do thefe things, but alfo they who 
" confent with them *." For thus faith 
the fcripturc, " But God faith unto the 
" Unner, Why doll thou declare my laws, 
" and takeft my covenant in thy mouth ? 
" thou hail hated inllru6tioQ, and call 
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" my words behird ihee: if thou faweft 
" a thief, thou didft nlQ with him, and 
" put in thy portion with adultercrg. 
" Thy mouth was filled with malice, and 
"thy tongue rolled deceits; thou fittefl 
" and fpeakell eyil of thy brother, and 
" fetteft down fcandal againft thy rno* 
" rher's fon. Thcfe things thou haft 
" done, and 1 was filent ; thou concciv- 
" edft iniquity, that I will be like unto 
" thee. I will reprove thee, and place 
*' thee before thy face. Underftand this, 
" all ye who forget God, left he tear 
*' thee as a lion, and none be found to 
" refcuc thee. The facrifice of praife 
*' fliall glorify rae ; and there is the path 
" which I will fliew unto him, the falj 
" tion of God *." 

XXXVI. 

This is the path, beloved, in wM 
we find our falvation, Jefus Chrift, - 

• Pfalm 1. i6,to the eod. 
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liigh Pried of onr offeriogs, our leader, 
and the helper of oar Infirmity. Thro' 
him let us fix our attention on the fub- 
lime heavenly things. And thus we will 
behold, as in a glafs, his fpotlefs and moH 
exalted countenance. By him the eyes of 
our heart are opened ; by him our igno- 
rant and darkened uoderflanding is raifed 
up to his marvellous light : by him it was 
the Lord's will that we fliould tafte of his 
immortal knowledge, who being the ef- 
fulgent fplendor of his majefty, being fo 
niuch greater than the angels, as he hach 
obtained by inheritance a more excellent 
DMoe*. For thus it is written, " Who 
"" maketh his angels fpirits, and his mini- 
" (lers a flame of fire f." But concerning 
his Son the Lord fpake thus, " Thou art 
" my Son, this day I have begoctep thee. 
" Alt of me, and I will give the nations 
"- thine inlicrita.nce, and the bounds of 

• Hcb. i. 3, 4. f Pfilm dv. 4.' -'-: 
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" the earth thy poffeflion *.** And agaM 
he faith to him, " Sit thoii on my rigm 
" hand, until I fct thine enemies the foor- 
" (loo! of thy feet |." Who then are hij 
CDcniics ? The wicked, who oppofe iheil 
own mil to the will of God. ^ 



xxxvn, 



( 



Men and brethren, let us fight thee 
with all cagernefs in his fpotlefs precepty 
Let us confider thofe foldiers who fougWJ 
under our leaders. How orderly ? wit^ 
what readinefs and fubmiffion did th^ 
execute their orders? All are no: praS 
lors, nor tribunes, nor ccnrurions, nol 
captains of fifty, and fo forth. But cverij 
one, in his proper rank, executes the ort 
dcrs given him by the king and his gft 
nerals. The great cannot be without th« 
fmall, nor the fmall without the great : 
(here is a certain connexion among all I 
and thefc haVe their ufc— Let us tak<j 



* Pfalraij. 7,8. t Pfalm cx. I 
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/or example our body : the head is 
■without the feet, nor the feet without 
the liead ; and the fmalleft members of 
our body are neceffary and ufcful to the 
whole body : but all confpire together, 
and ufe the fame fubjeftion, for the ufe 
of the whole. 
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'Therefore let our whole body 
be preferved in Chrift Jefus. Let every 
one be fubjeft to his neighbour, accord- 
ing to the order he is placed in by his 
grace. Let not the flrong defpife the 
weak ; and let the weak reverence the 
ftrong: let the rich, minifler fupply to 
the poor; and let the poor blefs God 
I who hath given him wherewithal to fup- 
fJly his want. Let the wife man fliew 
forth his wifdom, not in words', but in 
good Works. Let not the humble-minded 
bear witnefs to himfclf, but let others 
bear witnefs of him. Let rot him who h 
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chaflc boaft, knowing that it b another 
who beflowed on him tlic gift of conti- 
nence. Let us then, brethren, confider 
of what kind of matter we were made: 
what and what k!nd of perfons we came 
into the world, even as out of a grave 
and darknels: he wlio made and formed 
us, introduced us into his world, having 
firfl: prepared iiis works of kindncfs, be- 
fore we were born. Seeing then we have 
all ihefe things from him, we ought to 
give thanks to him for ail things; to' 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

xxxix. 

Imprudemt, thoughtlefs, foolifb,, 
and ignorant men, mock and deride us, 
choofmfi to puff themfelves up in their- 
own thoughts. For wnat can mortal nian 
do. ? or what ftrength is in him who is, 
fprung from, the earth ? For it is wriiten/ 
" There was no form before my eyes, 
" but 
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" but I heard a breeze and a voice. 
" What then ? can mortal man be 
" in the fight of the Lord ? or can man 
" be blamelefs as to his works, if he 
" puts no truft in his feryantSj and dif- 
" ccrns the want of refliiude in his an- 
" gels ? Bur the heavens are not pure in 
" his fight; allow then, that they are (o 
" who inhabit houfea of clay, of whom 
" we alfo are made of the fame clay. He 
ilrucli them like a moth, and from morn 
" to night they are no more; bccaufe 
" they could not help one another, ihey 
" aredeflroyed. He did blow upon them, 
'* and they died, becaufe they had not 
" wifdom. But call thou, if any will an- 
" fwer thee, or if thou canfl: behold any 
" of the holy angels, for wrath deftroys 
" the foolilh, and envy cuts off him who 
" wanders adray. But I have obferved 
" the foolilh ihooting forth their roots: 
'' but fuddenly their habitation was con- 
" fumed. Let their children be far from 
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" fafety; let them be dafiied againft [hd 
" gates of iheir inferiors; and let there 
" be none to refcuc them. That which 
" they have gathered together, the jiift 
" fliall eat, and they fliall not be delivcr- 
" ed from their calamities *." 

XL. 

Seeing ihefe things then are mani- 
feft to us, looking into the depths of the 
divine knowledge, we ought to do all 
things orderly, as the Lord hath com- 
manded them to be performed, and to 
bring our offerings, and perform our fer- 
vices at the appointed feafons ; neither 
commanded he thefe things to be doii<;, 
rafhly and diforderly, but at appointed 
limes and hours; where alfo, and by 
whom, he wills they (hould be perform- 
ed. He hath determined by his own fu- 
prcmc wili, that all things being done in 

^K* Job iv. i6. to the end. r. i — 4. xv. i;^ 
^Kif •' 16, 17' 



holinefs, according to his good pleafure, 
might be acceptable to his will. They 
therefore who perform their offerings ai 
the appointed times, arc accepted and 
bleffcd. For they who follow the laws of 
the Lord do not go aftray. For the pro- 
per fervices are given to the high-pricft, 
and the priefts have their own proper 
place appointed them ; and their own pro- 
per miniftry lies upon the Levites, The 
layman is bound by the precepts bcloQg- 
ing to laics. ^^M 

Let every one of you, bretlircn, in 
a good confcience, keeping his own pro- 
per order, give thanks to God, keeping 
within the appointed bounds of the rule 
of his religious fervice with gravity. The 
continual facrifices, brethren, whether 
they concern prayers, or fins, or tranf- 
greffions, are not offered up in every 
place; but in Jerufalem only ; and even. 



there they are not offered up in every 
place, bat before the temple towards the 
mercy-feat, the offering being Crft care- 
fully infpefted by the high-pneft and the 
above- mentioned mioilters ; and. they who 
in this aft contrary to his will are puniQi- 
cd with death. You fee, brethren, the 
more knowledge we are dignified with, 
the greater danger we are liable to. 

XLII. 
The apoflles preached the gofpel to 

us from the Lord Jefus Chrift ; Jefiis 

Chrift from God, Chrift then was fent 
from God. and the apoflles fromChrift; 
and both regularly, according to the will 
of God. Having then received command* 
meats, and being fully perfuaded thro* 
the rcfurreftion of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
with confidence of the Holy Ghoft, they 
went forth, preaching the kingdom of 
God that was to come. Having therefore 
preached the gofpel thro' regions and ci- 
rieS| 



ties, ihej conllituted the firft-frdts 
them (having tried ihera by the Spirit) 
blfhops and deacons over them that fhould 
believe. Neither was this any new thing ; 
for it was written many ages before con- 
cerning bilhops and deacons ; thus fpeaks 
the fcrlpture fomewhere, " I will confti- 
*' tute their biihops in righteoufnefs, and 
*' their deacons in faith *." 
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And what wonder, if they in Chi 
■who were intruiled by God with this 
wbrlc, tonftituted thofe whom we have 
iilftitioned before ? Even as Mofes, the 
blefled and faithful fervant of God in all 
his houfc, hath recorded in the facred 
books all the precepts that were given 
him ; whom the reit of the prophets 
have followed, bearing witnefs together 
■'ib thefc laws ellabliflied by him; for 
tit, when emulation happened about the 
jriefthood, the tribes murmuring, which 
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of them fljould be adorned with that glo- 
rious Dame, commanded the chiefs of the 
twelve tribes to bring to him their rods, 
having the names of each tribe written 
upon them, and having received them, he 
bound them together, and fealed them 
with the fignet-rings of the chiefs of the 
tribes, and depofited them in the taber- 
nacle of witnefs upon the table of God, 
and having locked the tabernacle, he feal- 
ed the keys, even as he had done the 
rods, and faid unto them, Men, brethren, 
God hath chofen ihat tribe, whofe rod 
fhall bloiTora, to do the office ,of the 
prieft-hood, and minifter in the holy 
things to him. And in the morning he 
called together all Ifrael, fix hundred 
thoufaud men, and fhewed the feals to 
the heads of the tribes; then he open- 
ed the tabernacle of the tedlmony, and 
btought forth the rods, and Aaron's rod 
alone was found bearing, not only blof- 
fotns, but alfo fruit. What think ye, be- 
loved ? 



Did not Mofes know that this would 
come to paft ? Mofl certaiQly he did; 
but that there might be no fedicion in 
Ifrael, thus he did, that the name of the 
true and only God might be glorified; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. ^m 
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Also our apoftles knew through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, that contention would 
arife concerning the name of the bifliop's 
oiEce. On this account then, being en- 
dowed with perfeft fore- know) edge, they 
conftituted ihofe whom we have men- 
tioned before ; and then gave an addi- 
tional direftion, that when they Oiould 
fall afleep, other men we![ proved fliould 
fucceed them in their miniftry. Such then 
who have been ordained by rhem, or af- 
ter them by other men of good reputa- 
tation, with the hearty confent of the 
whole church, and who have been biarae- 
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lefs minifters to the flock of ChrifT, vAV^ 
humility of mind, peacc-dbly and ■without 
clamour, and befides having the tcilimo.r 
ny of many for a iong time, 'we iu'dgfe 
it utterly unlawful to call rhem cut froin 
ihdr miniflry. For Jt is not afmatl crime 
we are guilty of, if we chruit out thofe 
from their biflioprick, who have ofFerctl 
up the gifts without blame, and in holi- 
nefs. Blefled are thofe prefbyters, who 
have gone before, and finilhed their 
courfe, who have obtained a fruitful and 
perfeft difmiflion ! for they are nor afraid 
left they ftiould be removed from the 
place appointed them. For we underftand 
that ye have turned out from the mini- 
flry fome who had a fair converfatiori, 
and behaved with honour and without 
blame. 

XLV. 
Y E are contentious, brethren, and 
xaJoas for cfaiogs that have no concern 

■about 
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about falvation. Look carefully Into the 
icriptures, thefe faiihful oracles of ihc 
Holy Gholl. Uuderftand that nothing 
UDJufl: or feditioiis is recorded in them. 
For ye fliall never find the righteous 
caft off by holy men ; the righteous have 
been perfecuted. but it was by lawlefs 
men: they have been imprifoned, but it 
was by the ungodly : iliey have been 
ftoaed to death, but it was by tranfgrcf- 
fors: they were (lain, but it. was by the 
impure, and fuch as had aflumed unjuft 
zeal. They glorioully endured all thefe 
fufferings. What then Ihall we fay, bre- 
thren ? Was Daniel cafl: into the den of 
lions by nfien fearing God ? Were Ana- 
mas, Azarias, and Mifael thrown into the 
fiery furnace by thofe who profcfled the 
^celient and honourable worfbip of the 
Molt High ? Far be it that fuch a thing 
Jhould be. Who are the perfons then that 
perpetrate thefe things ? Men execrable, 
and full of all maliccj were carried our 



64 



FIRST EPISTLE of 



to fo great fury, as to cloche with torture 
thofe who in a holy and blamelefs courfe 
of life ferved God ; bring ignorant of 
this, that the Moft High is the proteftor 
and defender of thofe, who with a pure 
confciencc worfhip his innate virtuous 
Dame ; to whom be glory for ever and 
CTcr. AmcD. But they who have en- 
dured with a full perfuafion have inhe- 
rited glory and honour. God has raifed 
up and exalted their memory through all 
ages. Amen. 

XLVI. 

It becomes us then, brethren, to 
cleave clofe unto fuch examples ; for it is 
written, " Cleave unto the faints, be- 
" caufc fuch as cleave unto them fliall 
" be fanftified *," And again he faith in 
another place, " With innocent men thou 
" ftult be innocent, and with the per- 
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" terfe thou (halt be perverted *." Lei 
Us then cieave to the innoceoi aod right- 
eous, for they are the deft of God. Why 
then are there among you coocentitHis, 
anger, faflions, fchifins, and fightings ? 
Have we Dot one God .'' have we not one 
Chrift? have wc not one Spirit of grace 
poured our upon us ? and have we not 
one calling iu Chrift ? Why then do we 
rend and tear in pieces the members of 
Chrift, aud ftir up fedition againft our 
own body? And have we arrived at fb 
great niadnefs, as to (orget that we arc 
members one of another? Remember the 
teords of our Lord Jefus } for he faid, 
" Wo to that man, by whom offences 
" come ! it had been better for him ne- 
" ver to have been born, than to offend 
" one of my clefl. It were better for him 
*' to have a milftone tied around him, and 
•' be drowned in the fc3, thaa to offend 
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" one of the leafl that belongs to mc ." 
The fchiftn among you ha[h perverted 
many, thrown many into heafincfs of 
heart, many into perplexity and doubt ; 
and all of us into grief : and ye perfevere 
in your fedition. 

XLVII. 
Take up the epiftle of the bleflcd 

apoftle Paul. What did he chiefly 

write to you in the beginning of the go- 
fpel ? Surely he wrote to you, by divine 
infpiration, concerning himfclf, Cephas, 
and Apollos, bccaufe that even then yc 
had become partiat ; but that very par- 
tiality was the Icfs criminal in you, that 
it was for apoflles, men of high reputa- 
tion, and for a man who was tried and 
approved by them. Bat now coniider who 
they arc that have perverted you, that 
have diminiflied the gravity and comeii- 
tiefs ot your evcry-where celebrated bro- 
therly 
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therly love. It is a (hame, beloved, a very 
great (hame, and unworthy of your tnanaer 
of lifeinChriil:, to hear that the mod firm- 
ly cflablilhed and ancient church of the 
CoriDthians Ihould, on the account of 
one or two perfons, raife a fedition againft 
their presbyters; and this rumour hath 
not only reached to us, but a!fo to them 
who arc otherwifc inclined, wavering 
away from us; fo that the name of the 
Lord is reproached on account of your 
folly, and yc ycnrfelves are involye<J 
danger. 



n 



XLVIIL 

Let us then with all hade remove 
this; let us fall down before the Lord, 
3nd with tears ituplore him to be merci- 
ful and reconciled to us, and to reflore 
us to our comely brotherly love, and 
pure converfation : for this is the gate of 
fighteoufncfs opened unto life; as it'is 
written, " Open yc to me the gates of 



68 THE FIRST EPISTLE o?' 

'* rightcoufncfs ; I will go in and confefs 
^' unto the Lord. This js the gate of 
^' the Lord; the righteous fhall eater in 
f' thereat ^." Seeing then many gates 
are opened, that which is in righreouf? 
. iiefs i$ the gate which is in Chrift, intq 
which bleffed arc all they that enter, and 
direft their courfe in holinefs and righter 
oufnefs, perfefting every thing without 
diforder. Let any one be faithful, let 
him be powerful in uttering knowledge, 
wife in a juft difcernment of words, pure 
in his works ; fo much the more oughf 
he to be humble-minded ; aqd the more 
fo, th^t he appears to be much greater 
than others, fo he ought to feek the com-* 
pipp ;goqd of ^11, and not hjs qwiu 

H E who haih the love that is in 
Chrift, let him keep the commandments 
pf Chrift. What words are able to ex^ 

^ yftlm dxviii. 19, 9^, 

^cefi 



prefs the bond of ihc love of God ? What 
maa is fufRcIenr to fpeak becomingly of 
the excellency of its beauty? The heigh: 
to which love leads is inexprcffible. Love 
unites us to God ; love covcr« a multi- 
tude of fins; love bcareth all things; pa- 
tiently endureth all things; there is no- 
thing bare and mean in love ; love is not 
puffed up ; love has nothing to do with 
ichifm; raifes nofcdition; love does all 
things in harmony. In that love were all 
the elect of God perfefted : without love 
nothing is acceptable to God : the Lord 
compaflionately took us up in love. It 
was on account of the love that the Lord 
Jefus Chrift had for us, that he gave his 
blood for us by the will of God; alfo his 
flefli for our fleih, and his fonl for our 
fouls. 

L. 

Behold, beloved, how great and 
wonderful love is ; neither can any words 
cxprefs its perfefUon. Who is meet lo be 
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found in it, bur thofc whom God (hall a&r 

count wortliy ? Let us pray theu, and feek 
that we m:iy be accounted worthy of him ; 
that we may live unblameable in love, 
without human partiality. All generations 
from Adam even unto this day have paf- 
fed away ; but they who are perfefled in 
love [according to'[ the grace of Ch rift, 
pofTtls the place of the godly, they Ihalt 
be made to appear in the vifitaiion of the 
kingdom of Chrirt. For it is written, 
" Enter ye into your fecrer chambers, 
'■' for a very very little, until my wrath 
" and anger pafs away ; and I will be 
" mindful of the good day, and will raifc 
" you out of your graves *." Bleffcd 
iliall we be, beloved, if we fliall do the 
commandmenis of God in harmony, that 
through his love our fms may be forgi- 
ven! for it is written, " BIclTed are they 
*' whofe iranfgrciEons are forgiven, whofe 



I CLEMENS ROMANUS. f^ 

I y iniquhics are covered ! blcfTed is the 
I " man to whom the Lord imputeth not 
" iniquity, and in whofe mouth there is 
" no guile -I-" This very blcflicg is ful- 
iilled in thofe who are diofen of God, 
through Chrift Jefiis our Lord ; to whom 
-be glory for ever and ever. Amen. ^^ 

j| 

Let us ihcn, as many of us as hai^^ 
tranfgreffcd through one or othcrf^of the * 
■ inftigationsj of the adverfary, be account- 
ed worthy to obtain remiffioo ; and they 
who have been ring-lcjders of the fedi' 
lion aud fjftion, would do well to aim at 
the common end of our hope. For they 
who lead their converfation with fear and 
love, would much rather that they fliould 
fall Into tribulation, thao their neigh- 
bours; aud would rather choofe to be 
condemned ihemfelves, than that the beau- 
tiful, righteous, and unanimous profeiBon 

^^^B^falm xxsii. i, -ttt!^^^^H 
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delivered to us, fhould be condemned. 
For it is better that a man fliouid con- 
fefs his fins, than liarden his heart; eten 
as thofc who raifed fediiion againft Ma- 
tes the fervant of the Lord, hardened 
their hearts, whofe condemnarion was 
manifeft : for they went alive into the 
feparate flate, and death fwallowcd them 
up; Pharaoh aifo, and hk army, and all 
the princes of Egypt, alfo their chariots 
and horfemen. Thcfe for no other rea- 
fon were drowned in the Red Sea, and 
periihed, but for this, that their foolifli 
hearts were hardened, after fo great mi- 
racles were wrought in the land of Egypt 
by Mofes the fervant of God. 



m 



LIL 

B B E T H K E N, the Lord flands in TietS 
of nothing, nor demands ought of any 
man, but to confefs unto him. For David 
the chofen one faith, " I will confefe 
" nm o rhc Lord, which will be more ac- 
^^L ceptabic 



CLEMENS ROMANCrS. 

" ceptable than a young buHodt jiroddc- 
«' ing horns and hooi^. The poor fliall 
" fee, and fliall rejoice *." And again he 
faith, " Sacrifife unco God the facrifice 
" of praife, and pay unto the Moft High 
" thy vows, and call upon mc ia the day 
" of thy trouble ; I will deliver thee, and 
^' thou fliak glorify mc : for i broken 
•" fpirit is a facrifice to Gd3 f.*" 

- Ifi itfld^i'Wldyed, ^dyfii'iif^ _ 
iradferfland the holy 'fcripiores, and ye 
haVc throii^hly fearcHed into'the oracles 
hf God. " Rccal, then, ihfffe' to your re- 
membranco. For when Mofcs dfcended 
into the mountain, and conlliiued there 
forty days and fojcy night* in failing and 
hamiliation, God faid unto him, " Arifc, 
" Mofes, go down quickly, from hence 
" for thy people, which thou brouglitdl 

• Pfilmlxix. 31. t Kalral. I4. I!. 19: j 
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"out of Egjpr, have tranfgreiTed. They 
" have fooaturacd out of the way which 
" I commanded them ; they have made to 
" themreives molcen images. And the 
" Lord faid unto himj I have fpoken un- 
" to thee once and again, faying, I have 
" feen, this people, and behold, a people 
" fliff-nccked. Let me alone, that I may 
" dcttroy tliem, and I will blo^ out thci* 
" name from under heaven, and I will 
*' make thee into a nation great and won- 
" dcrfiil, and much more th^n they. But 
" Mofes faid. Nor fo, Lord ; forgive that 
" fin to the people; bur if i not, blot me 
" out of the book of the living *." O. 
great love ! O unfurmountabic perfeftioni 
the fervant addreffes his Lord with bold- 
nefs and liberty ; he intreats for pardon 
10 the multitude j otherwife accounting 
himfclf worthy to be,bljOtfed out iititiL 

them. ,.- ,;.-..;5.; /- . 1 »> 

• Exod, xxxU. 7 — j^j 



LIV. 

Who then among yoa is generous^ 
Who is tenderly compaffionatc ? Who is 
filled with love? Let him fay, * If this 

* fedition, this conreation, thefe fchifms 

* are en my account, I am ready to dc- 

* part, and to withdraw myfelf whitherfo- 

* ever ye pleafe, and do whatfocver is cn- 
' joined mc by the multitude. Only let 
' the flieepfold of Chrifl live in peace, 

* with the prcfbyters that are fet over 
' them.' Whofoevcr fiiail do this, fhall 
purchafe to himfelf great honour in the 
Lord, and every place lyill receive him; 
" For the earth, and the fulnefs thereof, 
'■ is the Lord's." Thefe things, which 
arc not to be repented of, they whofc 
converfation is towards God, have done, 
and will do. 

LV. 

But let us produce the examples 

the nations, — Many kings and rulers, 



1 



76 THE FIRST £PIStt£ of 

warned by ao oracle, have delivered chem- 
fd?es up to death, that they might by 
their blood ranfom their citizens: many 
have yoluniarily baniflied ihemfelsesfrora 
their own republicks, to flop the progrefs 
of infurreftion. We have known many, 
among ourfekes. who have fubmittcd tq 
bonds, to redeem others : many have de- 
livered themfelves up to fervittide, ant] 
with the wages of their fcryice have fed 
others. Many women, iirengthened by 
the grace of God, have dope many manly 
aflions. The bleffed jiidiih petitionetl 
the elders of her city, when it was (trait- 
ly beiicged, that they would allow her to 
go out into the {(rangers camp. Out of 
love to her country, and to her people, 
clofely befieged, ihe delivered herfelf up 
to danger, and the Lord delivered up 
Hplofcrnes into the hands of a woman. 
And no lcfs,£llher being perfeft in faith 
threw herfelf into imminent danger, that 
ihe might refcuc the twelve tribes of If- 
rael 



rael from inllant deflruflion; far by faft- 
ing and humbling herfelf (he befoughc 
the Lord, ihe maker of all things, rhc 
God of ages, who difceraing the humi- 
lity of her fpirir, delivered the people 
for whofe lake ihe eadaagered herfelf. 

LVI. 
Wherefore lei us pray for them 
vho have fallen into any irefpafs, that 
being endued with moderation and humi- 
lity of niind, they may fubmit, not to us, 
but to the will of God : for by this 
means they (hall obtain a fruitful and pcr- 
feft remembrance before God and his 
faints with mercies. Let us, beloved, re- 
ceive correfhon, on account of which 
none ought ro be angry; for the adino- 
nitioQ we give to one another is good, 
and exceeding profitable; far it makes us 
cleave clofely to the will of God. For 
thus faith the holy word, " The Lard 
" forely chailizcd me, but did not deli- 
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" vcr me up ro death *. Whom the Lord 
*' loves he chaflens, and fcourges every 
*' fon whom he receives." For he faith, 
" Let ilie righteous correft me in mer- 
♦' cj', and he Qiall convince me; but let 
" not the oil of linners make fat my 
" head f " And again he faith, " Bleffed 
" is the man whom the Lord reprovech ,- 
*' defpife not fhou the challer.ing of the 
" Almighty; ior he caufeth grief, and 
" reftoreth again; he wouudeth, and his 
" hands make whole again ; he will de- 
" liver thee in fix troubles, and in feven 
" no evil (hall touch thee. In time of 
'* famine he will deliver thcc from death, 
" and in war he will deliver thee from 
" the hand of the fword ; from the 
" fcourge of tongues he will hide thee, 
" and thou {halt not be afraid of evils 
" coming on thee. Thou flult laugh at 
" the unrighteous and lawlefs, and thou 

• Frilrn civLi, S, \ Pialm csli. j. 
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" fiialc not be afraid of the beads of the 
"field, for the beatis of the field fliall be 
" ai peace with thee, and ihou flialc 
" know that thy houfe fliall be in peace, 
" and the noiirilhaient of thy tabernacle 
'jfliall not fail. Thou flult know al To 
" that thy feed fiiall be many, and thy 
"(ihildrcn as the grafs of the field : and 
" xhou fliaii defceod into the grave like 
I'.j'tpc corn cut down ia ics feafqil> liko 
'' ^ fliock of-corn brought to the threfli* 
!'.ipg-fl.oor ill due time *." You fee, be-- 
iqyed^ that the Lord is a fliiey, of de^ 
ffgce to all who are i!i[lrufted.by,hiin,imd 
as.^^po4 iaflruf^or it is his- will; that we 
i]}{^ ^ ^K^Qi)'^'^'^ ^7 his My difci' 

jTh ER EFORE ye who firft'Iaid'thtf ' 
mi'ndation of the fcdirion, fubmit your- 
Rrfcs to your presbyters, arid with ihc 



^*^ft, 
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bended knees of yonr hean be ye in- 
ftruftedoDto repenrance; laying afidethe 
vain-glorious and prond boafling of your 
tOTigue, learn fubmiflion. For it is far 
bcncr for you to be foasd linle, and of 
no reputation among the flock of Chrift, 
than efteemtng yourfelres to be fome- 
what, to be thrown out of his hope : for 
fo the flil-virtuouswifdom fays, " Behold> 
*' I will pour out the words of my *il^ 
" ddm upon you ; I will teach you my 
*' word ■ When I called, ye obeyed not ; 
" I extended my words, and ye gave no 
"ear, and rendered all my counfefs in- 
"efFeftual, and defpifed my reproofs r 
" wherefore I will laugh at your perdi- 
" tion, and rejoice when your deftrnflioii 
" comes, when tmnultiiousfear overtakes 
" yon, and when your overthrow ihall 
" attack you like a whirlwind, when tri- 
" bulaiiou and oppreffion (hall come and 
'* furround you. Then it fhajl come to 
[£s, that when ye call upOB me, I will 
" not 
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*' not hearken unto you. The wicked 
" (hall feek and (hall not find me, for they 
" hared wifdom, and defired not the fear 
" of the Lord, nor would give attemion 
" to my counfels, but defplfed my re- 
" proofs. Therefore they (hall eat the 
" fruits of their way, and fliall be filled 
" with their own ungodlincfs f," * * 
**■«-**## The 
all-feeing God and fovereign of fpirits, 
and Lord of all flefli, who elefted the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and us through him, 
for his peculiar people, grant unto every 
foul who calls upon his glorious and ho- 
ly name, faith, fear, peace, patience, 'long- 
fuffering, temperance, chaRity and fobri- 
tty, to all well plcafmg to his name, thro' 
our high-prieft and leader Jefus Chrift, 
by whom be glory and majefly, dominion 
and honour unto him, both now and thro' 
all ages of ages. Amen. 



82 THE ■ . EPISTLE, &e. 

Lviir. 

The meffcngcrs whom wc have fcnt 
unto you, Claudius Ephcbus, and Valerius 
Bito, with Forrunatus, fend back to us 
again as fooo as poilibic, in peace anil 
with joy, that they may the more quick- 
ly bring us the good news of your peace 
and harmony, much prayed for, and car- 
neHly deCred by us, and that we may the 
fboner Have joy in your happy rc-efla- 
bliflicd Order. 

The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
be with you, and with all every where, 
who are called of God through hira : by 
whom to him be glory, honour, might, 
and majelly, and eternal dominion from 
ages to ages of ages. Ameo. 



L 



FINIS. 



